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inagemeht sy s t em , 



CLAIMS 

Ijttiat is claimed is: 

1 1. A configuration 

2 comprising: 

3 a configuration devi/e configured to perform 

4 configuration managemenj/ functions on objects within 

5 said configuration management system; and 

6 a display device configured to display a 

7 representation of said objects in a Windows 95 Explorer 

8 style presenilation. 



1 2. The configuration management system according 

2 to Claim 1, wherein objects outside said configuration 

3 management system are checked into said configuration 

4 management system by dragging and dropping them into 

5 said representation disp/ayed on said display device. 

1 3 . The configuration management system according 

2 to Claim 2, whereii/ said objects checked into said 

3 configuration manag/knent system include at least one of 

4 a file and a folder. 



1 4. The configuration management system according 

2 to Claim 1/ wherein said objects within said 

3 configuration management system are checked out by 
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4 dragging and dropping them from saic^ representation to 

5 another system. 

1 5. The configuration management system according 

2 to Claim 1, wherein 

3 said display device is/ further configured to 

4 provide access to said configuration management 

5 functions by allowing a usey to invoke at least one of 

6 said configuration management functions on at least one 

7 of said objects. 

1 6 . The conf igurat/ion management system according 

2 to Claim 5, wherein sqad access to said configuration 

3 management functions Ls provided by at least one of a 

4 pull down menu selection and a right click: menu 

5 selection. 



1 7. The configuration management system according 

2 to Claim 5, wherein: 

3 said configuration management functions include at 

4 least one of object state changes, object check- in, 

5 object check-out, create package, difference of 

6 disparate objects, move package, promote package, 

7 demote package, snapshot, approve, list version, list 

8 difference, /remove item, notify, concurrent merge, 

9 cross environment merge, interactive merge, execute 
10 user def inecfl process (UDP) ; and 
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11 said state changes are performed by drag and drop 

12 procedures utilizing said representation of said 

13 objects. / 

1 8 . The configuration management system according 

2 to Claim 5, wherein: / 

3 objects outside said /configuration management 

4 system are checked into saia configuration management 

5 system by # / 

6 user invocation off a check- in configuration 

7 management function on aaid representation; and 

8 user drag and drop of at least one object from 

9 another system onto sa/id representation. 

1 9 . The configuration management system according 

2 to Claim 5, whereinf: 

3 selected objects within said configuration 

4 management system are checked out by, 

5 user invocation of a check-out configuration 

6 management function on said representation; and 

7 user drag and drop of the selected objects to an 

8 outside system. 

1 10. The configuration management system according 

2 to Claim 1, further comprising: 

3 a properties device configured to display 

4 properties of a selected object; and 
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5 a shortcut device configured to/create shortcuts 

6 directly to specific contexts; 

7 wherein said representation^ of said objects 

8 includes at least one of an icon, fa. list, and a details 

9 display of said objects. 

1 11. The configuration management system according 

2 to Claim 5, wherein: 

3 said representation comprises, 

4 a tree view listing /of said objects within said 

5 configuration management/ system, and 

6 a list view displaying contents and relationships 

7 of a selected one of jsaid objects listed in said tree 

8 view. 

1 12 . The configuration management system according 

2 to Claim 11, wherein said representation further 

3 comprises a status view that displays status of 

4 functions executed by the configuration management 

5 system. 

1 13 . Tfye configuration management system according 

2 to Claim 107, wherein: 

3 said ylist view displays at least one of versions, 

4 forms, arid properties associated with a package when 

5 said package is selected in said tree view. 
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1 14. The configuration management system according 

2 to Claim 13, wherein: / 

3 said versions includes at/ least one of version 

4 name, version number, view path/ package, status, size, 

5 user check in, file date/ time, /and check in date/time; 

6 said forms includes at least one of a list of form 

7 names and form properties; and 

8 said properties enumerates at 1 least one property 

9 of said package. / 

1 15. The configuration management system according 

2 to Claim 1, further comprising: 

3 a server machine/ for executing said configuration 

4 controller and producing display information for said 

5 representation of said objects within said 

6 configuration management system; and 

7 a network in/terface connecting said server machine 

8 to a network; / 

9 wherein said server machine transmits information 

10 produced by said configuration controller and said 

11 display inf ormation over said network for display on a 

12 remote computer. 

1 16. Tpe configuration management system according 

2 to Claim 15, wherein: 

3 said /network interface is a web interface and said 

4 network is one of the Internet and an intranet; and 
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the transmitted information is formatted as an 
HTML document configured to display said Windows 95 
Explorer style presentation. 

17. The configuration managemer/t system according 
to Claim 15, wherein: 

said network interface is a wfeb interface and said 
network is one of the Internet and an intranet; and 

the transmitted information includes one of an 
Active X component, Visual JAva program, Java applet, 
and PERL program configured /to utilize the information 
produced by said configuration controller in said 
Windows 95 Explorer style presentation. 



1 18. The configuration management system according 

2 to Claim 17, wherein g&id one of an Active X component, 

3 Visual Java Program/ Java applet and PERL program are 

4 further configured/ to provide access to selected of 

5 said configuration management functions. 

1 19 . The configuration management system according 

2 to Claim 18, wherein /said selected configuration 

3 management functions /include at least one of object 

4 state changes, object check- in, object check-out, 

5 create package, difference of disparate objects, move 

6 package, promote^ package, demote package, snapshot, 

7 approve, list ^ersion, list difference, remove item, 
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notify, concurrent merge, crgs-s environment verge, 
interactive merge, execut^dser defined process (UDP) ; 
and 

said stat^x^hanges are performed by drag and drop 
procedures/^ utilizing said representation of said 
ob j ect 

20. The configuration management/ system according 

2 to Claim 15, further comprising: 

3 a report generator configure^ to produce at least 

4 one of access reports, vers ion /control reports, and 

5 package based reports based on jit least one selected of 

6 said objects; and 

7 wherein said network interface is a web interface 

8 and said network is on/ of the Internet and an 

9 intranet; and 

10 each of said reports generated by said report 

11 generator are formatted as HTML documents and sent via 

12 said network interface by said server machine for 

13 display on said remote computer. 

1 21. The corif iguration management system according 

2 to Claim 1, further comprising: 

3 a report Generator configured to produce at least 

4 one of access reports, version control reports and 

5 package based reports based on at least one selected of 
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6 said objects within said configuration management 

7 system. / 

1 22 . The configuration management system according 

2 to Claim 21, wherein said re/ort generator generates: 

3 said access reports When the selected object is 

4 one of a user group, obj/ct, and environment; 

5 said package basfed reports when the selected 

6 object is a package; /and 

7 said version /control reports when the selected 
* 8 object is a package. 

1 23. The/conf iguration management system according 

2 to Claim 722, wherein said report generator is 

3 conf igurec/ to produce said reports in Inf oReport report 

4 formats/ 

1 24. The configuration management system according 

2 to Claim 22, wherein: / 

3 said access reports include/information indicating 

4 which users and user groups /have access to execute 

5 specified functions in an environment; 

6 said version control reports include a list of 

7 items organized by at /east one of version, check out 

8 parameters, branches, modification by user, 

9 modification by em/ironment, and current release; and 
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said package based repots include a list of items 
organized by at leatot one of items modified by 
packages, packages by state, time in state, and 
packages by form items. 



25. A method of interac/ing with a configuration 
management system, comprising the steps of: 

managing performance /of configuration management 
functions on objects/ within said configuration 
management system; anc 

displaying a representation of said objects in a 
Windows 95 Explored style presentation. 



1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 



26. The method according /to Claim 25, wherein 
said step of managing includes /the step of : 

checking objects int£ said configuration 
management system, including^ the substeps of, 

selecting an objofct from outside said 
configuration management ^ystem, 

dragging the /elected object to said 
representation, and 

dropping the / selected object into said 
representation . 



1 27. The method according to Claim 26, wherein 

2 said objects checked into said configuration management 

3 system comprise at least one of a file and a folder 
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1 28. The method according tp Claim 25, wherein: 

2 said step of managing includes the step of: 

3 checking objects out bf said configuration 

4 management system by dragging the objects to be checked 

5 out from said configuration management system and 

6 dropping them outside said/ configuration management 

7 system. 

1 29. The method accc/rding to Claim 25, further 

2 comprising the step of: 

3 configuring said representation to provide access 

4 to configuration management functions by allowing a 

5 user to invoke said configuration management functions 

6 on at least one of said objects displayed. 

1 30. The methoa according to Claim 29, wherein 

2 said step of configuring includes the step of: 

3 providing at/ least one of a pull down menu 

4 selection and a right click menu selection for at least 

5 one of said conf d/guration management functions. 



1 31. The method according to Claim 29, wherein: 

2 said configuration management functions include at 

3 least one of /object state changes, object check-in, 

4 object check- out, create package, difference of 

5 disparate objects, move package, promote package, 



Attorney Docket No . : PI/VT1000MCF/JWC 
jwc/plat/1000.001 



#19980067 



•o 9 



79 / 

6 demote package, snapshot, approve, /list version, list 

7 difference, remove item, notify/ concurrent merge, 

8 cross environment merge, interactive merge, execute 

9 user defined process (UDP) ; and / 

10 said method further comprises the step of, 

11 performing said state changes by drag and drop 

12 procedures utilizing said /representation of said 

13 objects. / 

1 32. The method according to Claim 29, further 

2 comprising the step of: / 

3 checking objects/ into said configuration 

4 management system by, / 

5 invoking a chedk-in configuration management 

6 function on said representation; and 

7 dragging and dropping at least one object from 

8 outside said configuration management system onto said 

9 representation. / 

1 33. The methfod according to Claim 29, further 

2 comprising the step of: 

3 checking selected objects out of said 

4 configuration management system by, 

5 invoking a check-out configuration management 

6 function on salfd representation; and 

7 dragging /and dropping the selected objects to a 

8 system outside said configuration management system. 
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1 34. The method according to £laim 25, further 

2 comprising the steps of: / 

3 displaying properties of a selected object; and 

4 creating shortcuts directly /to specific contexts; 

5 wherein said step ok displaying said 

6 representation includes the suhfstep of using at least 

7 one of an icon, a list, and a/details display of said 

8 objects in said representation. 

' 1 35. The method according to Claim 29, wherein 

2 said step of displaying comprises the steps of: 

3 producing a tree yi_ew listing of said objects 

4 within said configuration management system; and 

5 producing a list/ view displaying contents and 

6 relationships of a sel/ected one of said objects listed 

7 in said tree view. / 

1 36. The method according to Claim 35, wherein 

2 said step of displaying further comprises the step of 

3 producing a status view that displays status of 

4 functions executed by the configuration management 

5 system. / 

1 37. The /method according to Claim 35, wherein: 

2 said step of producing a list view includes the 

3 step of displaying at least one of versions, forms, and 
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4 properties associated with a package when said package 

5 is selected in said tree view. / 

1 38. The method according/to Claim 37, wherein: 

2 said versions includes at least one of version 

3 name, version number, view path, package, status, size, 

4 user check in, file date/tirae, and check in date/time; 

5 said forms includes at/ least one of a list of form 

6 names and form properties/ and 

7 said properties enumerates at least one property 

8 of said package. / 

1 39. The method/ according to Claim 25, further 

2 comprising the steps of: 

3 executing said/ configuration management system on 

4 a server machine in order to produce display 

5 information for ysaid representation of said objects 

6 within said configuration management system; 

7 connecting/ said server machine to a network; and 

8 transmitting said display information produced by 

9 said configuration management system over said network 
10 for display on a remote computer. 

1 40. The method according to Claim 39, further 

2 comprising the steps of: 
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3 formatting said dispi^y information as an HTML 

4 document configured ttfdisplay said Windows 95 Explorer 

5 style presentation; and 
whereifi said network is one of the Internet and an 

intrar 

1 41. The method according to Cl^Lm 39, further 

2 comprising the step of: 

3 formatting said display inf oration as at least 

4 one of an Active X component, Visual Java program, Java 

5 applet, and PERL program configured to produce said 

6 Windows 95 Explorer style presentation; and 

wherein said network interface is a web interface 
and said network is one / of the Internet and an 
intranet . 

1 42. The method according to Claim 41, wherein 

2 said one of an Active & component, Visual Java Program, 

3 Java applet and PERL /program are further configured to 

4 provide access to/ selected of said configuration 

5 management functions, 



1 43. The mfethod according to Claim 42, wherein: 

2 said selected configuration management functions 

3 include at ]/bast one of object state changes, object 

4 check- in, object check-out, create package, difference 

5 of disparate objects, move package, promote package, 
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6 demote package, snapshot, approve, list version, list 

7 difference, remove item, notify, concurrent merge, 

8 cross environment verge, interact pre merge, execute 

9 user defined process (UDP) ; and / 

10 said method further comprises the step of: 

11 performing said state changes by drag and drop 

12 procedures utilizing said Representation of said 

13 objects. / 

1 44. The method according to Claim 39, further 

2 comprising: / 

3 generating at least/ one of access reports, version 

4 control reports, and package based reports based on at 

5 least one selected of /said objects; and 

6 formatting sai/d reports generated as HTMIj 

7 documents and sent/ via said network by said server 

8 machine for display on said remote computer; 

9 wherein said /network interface is a web interface 

10 and said network is one of the Internet and an 

11 intranet . / 

1 45. The/ method according to Claim 25, further 

2 comprising ttte step of: 

3 generating at least one of access reports, version 

4 control reports and package based reports based on at 

5 least one selected of said objects within said 

6 configuration management system. 
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1 46. The method according to c/aim 45, wherein 

2 said step of generating comprises thfe steps of: 

3 producing said access reports/ when the selected 

4 object is one of a user group, objefct, and environment; 

5 producing said package basSed reports when the 

6 selected object is a package; and 

7 producing said version ^bntrol reports when the 

8 selected object is a package j 

1 47. The method according to Claim 46, wherein 

2 said report generator is/ configured to produce said 

3 reports in InfoReport re/port formats. 

1 48. The method according to Claim 46, wherein: 

2 said step of /producing said access reports 

3 includes the step ck indicating which users and user 

4 groups have access to execute specified functions in an 

5 envi r onmen t ; 

6 said step /of producing said version control 

7 reports includes/ organizing a list of items by at least 

8 one of versi/n, check out parameters, branches, 

9 modification by user, modification by environment, and 

10 current release; and 

11 said step of producing said package based reports 

12 includes o/ganizing a list of items by at least one of 
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items modified by packages, packages by state, time in 
state, and packages by form items. 



49 . A computer readabl^ medium having computer 

2 instructions stored thereon /that, when loaded into a 

3 computer, cause the computer to perform the steps of: 

4 managing performanc^ of configuration management 

5 functions on objects wi/hin a configuration management 

6 system; and / 

7 displaying a representation of said objects in a 

8 Windows 95 Explorer style presentation. 

1 50. The computer readable* medium according to 

2 Claim 49 wherein said step af managing includes the 

3 step of: / 

4 checking objects Into said configuration 

5 management system, including the substeps of, 

6 selecting an object from outside said 

7 configuration management system, 

8 dragging the / selected object to said 

9 representation, and/ 

10 dropping the selected object into said 

11 representation. / 

1 51. The computer readable medium according to 

2 Claim 50, wherein said objects checked into said 
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3 configuration management system comprise at least one 

4 of a file and a folder 

1 52 . The computer readable anedium according to 

2 Claim 49, wherein said step of /managing includes the 

3 step of: 

4 checking objects out pf said configuration 

5 management system by dragging ythe objects to be checked 

6 out from said configuration management system and 

7 dropping them outside sad^a configuration management 

8 system. 

1 53. The computer /readable medium according to 

2 Claim 49, wherein said instructions stored thereon 

3 further cause the computer to perform the step of: 

4 configuring saicy representation to provide access 

5 to configuration management functions by allowing a 

6 user to invoke said/ configuration management functions 

7 on at least one of/ said objects displayed. 



1 54. The cdmputer readable medium according to 

2 Claim 53, whereo/n said step of configuring includes the 

3 step of: 

4 providing at least one of a pull down menu 

5 selection and a right click menu selection for at least 

6 one of said/ configuration management functions. 
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1 55, The computer readable/ medium according to 

2 Claim 53, wherein: / 

3 said configuration management functions include at 

4 least one of object state changes, object check-in, 

5 object check-out, create/ package, difference of 

6 disparate objects, move/ package, promote package, 

7 demote package, snapshot,/ approve, list version, list 

8 difference, remove item, notify, ; concurrent merge, 

9 cross environment merge, interactive merge, execute 
10 user defined process (pDP) ; and 

'11 said method further comprises the step of, 

12 performing said state changes by drag and drop 

13 procedures utilizing said representation of said 

14 objects. / 

1 56, The cdtnputer readable medium according to 

2 Claim 53, wherein said instructions stored thereon 

3 further cause t/he computer to perform the step of: 

4 checking/ objects into said configuration 

5 management sVstem by, 

6 invoking a check- in configuration management 

7 function ory said representation; and 

8 dragging and dropping at least one object from 

9 outside said configuration management system onto said 
10 representation . 
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1 57. The computer readable mediam according to 

2 Claim 53, wherein said instructions stored thereon 

3 further cause the computer to perform the step of: 

4 checking selected objects out of said 

5 configuration management system/by, 

6 invoking a check-out configuration management 

7 function on said representation; and 

8 dragging and dropping /the selected objects to a 

9 system outside said configuration management system. 

1 58. The computer Readable medium according to 

2 Claim 49, wherein said instructions stored thereon 

3 further cause the computer to perform the steps of: 

4 displaying properties of a selected object; and 

5 creating shortcuts directly to specific contexts; 

6 wherein said step of displaying said 

7 representation includes the substep of using at least 

8 one of an icon, a list, and a details display of said 

9 objects in said representation. 



1 59 . The /computer readable medium according to 

2 Claim 53, whejrein said step of displaying comprises the 

3 steps of: 

4 producing a tree view listing of said objects 

5 within sad/d configuration management system; and 
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6 producing a list view displayi/g contents and 

7 relationships of a selected one of said objects listed 

8 in said tree view. / 

1 60. The computer readable/ medium according to 

2 Claim 59, wherein said step /of displaying further 

3 comprises the step of producing a status view that 

4 displays status of functions Executed by the 

5 configuration management system. 

1 61. The computer readable medium according to 

2 Claim 59, wherein: / 

3 said step of producing a list view includes the 

4 step of displaying at least one of versions, forms, and 

5 properties associated with a package when said package 

6 is selected in said tree view. 

1 62 . The computer readable medium according to 

2 Claim 61, wherein: / 

3 said versions includes at least one of version 

4 name, version number, view path, package, status, size, 

5 user check in, file date/time, and check in date/time; 

6 said forms/ includes at least one of a list of form 

7 names and form properties; and 

8 said properties enumerates at least one property 

9 of said package. 
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1 63. The computer readable medium according to 

2 Claim 49, wherein said instructions stored thereon 

3 further cause the computer to perform the steps of: 

4 executing said configuration management system on 

5 a server machine in ordefc to produce display 

6 information for said representation of said objects 

7 within said configuration inanagement system; 

8 connecting said server machine 1 to a network; and 

9 transmitting said (display information produced by 
10 said configuration management system over said network 
'll for display on a renrate computer. 

1 64. The computer readable medium according to 

2 Claim 63, wherein said instructions stored thereon 

3 further cause/the computer to perform the steps of: 

4 formatt/ing said display information as an HTML 

5 document configured to display said Windows 95 Explorer 

6 style presentation; and 
wherein said network is one of the Internet and an 

intraiaet . 

65. The computer readable/ medium according to 

2 Claim 63, wherein said instructions stored thereon 

3 further cause the computer tp perform the step of: 

4 formatting said display information as at least 

5 one of an Active X component, Visual Java program, Java 
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6 applet, and PERL program configured^ to produce said 

7 Windows 95 Explorer style presentation; and 

8 wherein said network interface is a web interface 

9 and said network is one of fche Internet and an 
10 intranet. / 

1 66. The computer readaple medium according to 

2 Claim 65, wherein said one of an Active X component, 

3 Visual Java Program, Java afpplet and PERL program are 

4 further configured to provide access to selected of 

5 said configuration management functions. 

1 67. The computer / readable medium according to 

2 Claim 66, wherein: / 

3 said selected configuration management functions 

4 include at least ond of object state changes, object 

5 check-in, object check-out, create package, difference 

6 of disparate objects, move package, promote package, 

7 demote package, snapshot, approve, list version, list 

8 difference, remove item, notify, concurrent merge, 

9 cross environment verge, interactive merge, execute 

10 user defined process (UDP) ; and 

11 said instructions stored thereon further cause the 

12 computer to perform the step of: 

13 performi/ng said state changes by drag and drop 

14 procedures Aatilizing said representation of said 

15 objects. / 
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1 68. The computer readable medium according to 

2 Claim 63, whertein said instructions stored thereon 

3 further cause the computer to perform the steps of: 

4 generating at least one of access reports, version 

5 control reports, Wnd package based reports based on at 

6 least one selectea of said objects; and 

7 formatting said reports generated as HTML 

8 documents and sent via said network by said server 

9 machine for displays on said remote computer; 

'10 wherein said network interface is a web interface 

11 and said network i\s one of the Internet and an 

12 intranet . 

1 69 . The computer\ readable medium according to 

2 Claim 49, wherein said instructions stored thereon 

3 further cause the computer to perform the step of: 

4 generating at least one of access reports, version 

5 control reports and package based reports based on at 

6 least one selected of said objects within said 

7 configuration management system. 



1 70* The computer readable medium according to 

2 Claim 69, wherein said step ol\ generating comprises the 

3 steps of: 

4 producing said access refoorts when the selected 

5 object is one of a user group, opject, and environment; 
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6 producing said package based yteports when the 

7 selected object is a package; and 

8 producing said version control reports when the 

9 selected object is a package, 

1 71. The computer readable medium according to 

2 Claim 46, wherein said repo/t generator is configured 

3 to produce said reports in/lnf oRepo'rt report formats. 

1 72 . The computer /readable medium according to 

2 Claim 70, wherein: 

3 said step of producing said access reports 

4 includes the step of indicating which users and user 

5 groups have access fo execute specified functions in an 

6 envi r onmen t ; 

7 said step /of producing said version control 

8 reports includes/organizing a list of items by at least 

9 one of version, check out parameters, branches, 

10 modification lcfa user, modification by environment, and 

11 current release; and 

12 said st/ep of producing said package based reports 

13 includes organizing a list of items by at least one of 

14 items modified by packages, packages by state, time in 

15 state, and packages by form items. 



conf ig*frat ion 



1 73. A 

2 comprising : 
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3 means for performing conf igurat/oh management 

4 functions on objects within said configuration 

5 management system; and / 

6 means for displaying a representation of said 

7 objects in a Windows 95 Explorer style presentation, 

1 74. The configuration management system according 

2 to Claim 73, further comprising: ; 

3 means for checking /objects outside said 

4 configuration management system into said configuration 

5 management system by dragging and dropping them into 

6 said representation displaced on said display device. 

1 75 . The configuration management system according 

2 to Claim 73, further comprising: 

3 means for checking out objects within said 

4 configuration management system by dragging them from 

5 said representation Lo another system. 

1 76. The configuration management system according 

2 to Claim 73 , wherein said means for displaying 

3 comprises : / 

4 means for providing access to said configuration 

5 management functions by allowing a user to invoke at 

6 least one of said configuration management functions on 

7 at least one /of said objects. 
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2 to Claim 76, further comprising: / 

3 means for dragging and dropping said 

4 representation of said objects yco invoke selected of 

5 said configuration management functions; 

6 wherein said conf igurati/on management functions 

7 include at least one of object state changes, object 

8 check- in, object check-out , /create package, difference 

9 of disparate objects, move package, promote package, 
10 demote package, snapshot/ approve, list version, list 

'11 difference, remove item, notify, concurrent merge, 

12 cross environment merge, interactive merge, execute 

13 user defined process GUDP) . 

1 78. The configuration management system according 

2 to Claim 76, wherein: 

3 said means for displaying comprises, 

4 means for producing a tree view listing of said 

5 objects within said configuration management system, 

6 and / 

7 means for producing a list view displaying 

8 contents and relationships of a selected one of said 

9 objects listed in said tree view. 

1 79 . Tne configuration management system according 

2 to Claim 73, further comprising: 
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3 means for connecting said means for performing 

4 configuration management functions to a network; 

5 means for transmitting information produced by 

6 said means for performing Configuration management 

7 functions over said networ)c for display on a remote 

8 computer, 

1 80. The configuration management system according 

2 to Claim 79, further /Comprising: 

3 means for formatting the information transmitted 

4 as an HTML document: configured to display said Windows 

5 95 Explorer style presentation; and 

6 wherein said network interface is one of the 
1 Internet and an intranet. 



81. The configuration management system according 

2 to Claim 79, further comprising: 

3 means for formatting the information transmitted 

4 as one of an Active X component, Visual Java program, 

5 Java applet, and PERL program configured to utilize the 

6 information produced by Vsaid configuration controller 

7 in said Windows 95 Explorer style presentation; and 

8 wherein said network interface is a web interface 

9 and said networkf is one of the Internet and an 
10 intranet . 
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1 82 . The\ configuration management system according 

2 to Claim 73, further comprising: 

3 means far generating at least one of access 

4 reports, version control reports and package based 

5 reports based An at least one selected of said objects 

6 within said configuration management system. 

1 83. The configuration management system according 

2 to Claim 82, Wherein said means for generating 

3 comprises: 1 

• 4 means for producing said access reports when the 

5 selected object Is one of a user group, object, and 

6 environment; \ 

7 means for producing said package based reports 

8 when the selected dbject is a package.; and 

9 means for producing said version control reports 
10 when the selected object is a package. 

1 84. The configuration management system according 

2 to Claim 1, wherein: 1 

3 said objects within said configuration management 

4 system include versions; 

5 said configuration management system further 

6 comprises, 1 

7 a registration device configured to register an 

8 application as associated with a type of version, and 
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9 a view version device configured to, 

10 check \ out a version from said configuration 

11 management system, and 

12 execute! an application registered as associated 

13 with the version checked out. 

1 85. The Configuration management system according 

2 to Claim 84, wherein: 

3 said application executed by said view version 

4 device reads thfe version checked out for display and 
' 5 operation in the\application; and 

6 said view veAsion device is invoked by identifying 

7 a representation or the version to be viewed. 

1 86. The methdd according to Claim 25, further 

2 comprising the steps \of : 

3 registering an Application as being associated 

4 with at least one type of version included in said 

5 objects within said configuration management system; 

6 and \ 

7 performing a version view by, 

8 checking out a selected version from said objects 

9 within said configuration \management system; 

10 executing the application associated with the 

11 checked out selected version; and 
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12 utilising the checked out selected version in the 

13 application executed. 

1 87. The computer readable medium according to 

2 Claim 49, wherein said computer instructions stored 

3 thereon further cause the computer to perform the steps 

4 of: \ 

5 registering an application as being associated 

6 with at least lone type of version included in said 

7 objects within \said configuration management system; 
' 8 and \ 

9 performing a\ version view by, 

10 checking out W selected version from said objects 

11 within said configuration management system; 

12 executing the\ application associated with the 

13 checked out selected version; and 

14 utilizing the checked out selected version in the 

15 application executed.! 
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